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The continuing silence from British officials in regard to the “withdrawal” of Governor Anwar Choudhury is fueling speculation, gossip and rumor – in other words, tabloid fodder.

Enter the recent article by the U.K.’s Daily Mail, which we summarized on the front page of Monday’s Cayman Compass. The unsubstantiated “dirt” dished out by the Daily Mail is the first time the purported contents of the official complaint against the Mr. Choudhury have found their way into print.

We will be frank: The material yielded by Compass reporting does not meet the threshold for publication, in terms of transparency, verifiability and legality.

However, the Daily Mail – being what it is, and being located where it is – has far different standards from the Compass. And so they went to press with what they had, and placed into the public discourse information that, while unconfirmed, does great reputational harm to Mr. Choudhury.

Citing anonymous “sources in Britain and the Caymans,” the Daily Mail outlines accusations against Mr. Choudhury, including “bullying and shouting at staff,” asking “a maid to massage his shirtless back, though there is no suggestion of sexual impropriety,” engaging in “a drunken row with his elderly mother-in-law,” “misbehavior toward his wife,” and asking “the maids to nanny his baby daughter.”

Even if all of the above were true – and there is no evidence offered whatsoever that it is – we would ask the question, “Is that all there is?”
Shouting? Asking someone to baby-sit? … Arguing with his mother-in-law? … (Greeting card lines and comic strips have been created around this cliché.)

The only thing the Daily Mail’s report makes clear is that the FCO and Governor’s Office must be far more forthcoming about Mr. Choudhury’s removal. They are hiding behind the tired, but often-invoked bromide, “We can’t comment because we don’t want to interfere with an ongoing investigation.”
Not all lips in Cayman are locked as tightly as the FCO’s. We do not doubt that Mr. Choudhury was unpopular among some working at Government House and the Government Administration Building. When a leader arrives as an “agent of change,” a predictable reaction among subordinates is – rather than making those changes – to attempt to change the change agent.
We know that some of Mr. Choudhury’s employees were disgruntled and were talking about it, freely, incessantly and liberally to whomever would listen. These conversations included details about the personal lives of the governor and his family. To be clear, we aren’t talking about complaints of official misconduct (which, if formally lodged through official channels in good faith, should be protected), but plain-old, “upstairs/downstairs,” marl road gossip.
Such lack of discretion should be grounds for immediate termination. The Governor’s Office is aware of the behavior to which we refer but, to our knowledge, has yet to hold anyone accountable.

The FCO and, by proxy, the Governor’s Office find themselves in a extremely difficult position. They have yanked our new governor, clearly popular with the people of these islands, without even offering a cursory accusation or a scintilla of evidence of wrongdoing. That very act, in and of itself, might have career-ending consequences for Mr. Choudhury, a 15-year veteran of the British foreign service who rose to the coveted rank of foreign ambassador before being tapped for the governor’s post in these Cayman Islands.
Now they are asking the indulgence of the people of these islands, and this newspaper, to simply “trust them” until their “official investigation” is completed.

We have two observations:

1. The FCO’s reputation for “trustworthiness” has been well-established by their behavior during incidents such as the Eurobank scandal and Operation Tempura. Ask former RCIPS Commissioner Stuart Kernohan what he thinks about the trustworthiness of the FCO and their Cayman representative, former governor Stuart Jack.

2. No self-respecting newspaper trusts blindly in any government. Why should it?

The Compass will get to the truth of this matter, and when we do, we will publish it. Mr. Choudhury may never return to the Cayman Islands, but we will certainly be returning to this subject.
1. Ron Clair Ebanks June 25, 2018 at 9:18 pm
The Editor is spot on in the editorial . I wonder how everyone is feeling now that I think that we will never see Mr. Choudhury again, and I believe that he is the best Governor of the Cayman Islands and people will ever see . I believe that he Mr. Choudhury will also be spilling a lot of green beans in this investigation , which I think is going to make it hard for Cayman to get another good Governor like him .
And how would everyone feel if the next Governor is a bullhead man who can’t be bullied and know everything about the job and people. I will say that would be a bad situation to be in .

228
2. John Ashley INCLUDEPICTURE "https://www.caymancompass.com/core/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Compass-Profile-Photo-300x.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 June 26, 2018 at 12:43 am
“The material yielded by Compass reporting does not meet the threshold for publication, in terms of transparency, verifiability and legality.‘

Yet the Compass chose to repeat the allegations contained in the Mail in Sunday article, despite then claiming they do not meet these standards.

Having your cake and eating it?
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Ron Clair Ebanks June 26, 2018 at 7:47 am
The more I think and read about this disturbing investigation, the angrier I am getting about it , and so should everyone else who is not involved in it . When I know that the Cayman Islands government which is made-up of a two party system and a Governor, which his/her job is to oversee the stability of the Islands and government . This looks like there’s some people on the Island who don’t want to have a complete government and is very scary to me .
If I believe what the Dailey Mail has reported /published .
Then we have a Premier who is not having one word to say about what the Dailey Mail has reported on Mr. Choudhury , to whether it is true or false, makes me wonder .
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Lukishi Brown June 26, 2018 at 9:09 am
How do you appoint a man to be the head of a government/island, a representative of the crown, move him and his family far away, disrupt his life (presumably for a better opportunity), set him up, then turn around and kick him and his family in the posterior, embarrassing him, and this island. I didn’t even mention how humiliated, and confused the citizens are. Government like any business makes horrible mistakes. Let’s see what a blunder this is.
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John Ashley June 27, 2018 at 12:18 am
Full U.K. Ambassador to Peru to Governor of the Cayman Islands – a ‘better opportunity’?

That’s a career trajectory that takes some explaining.
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Ron Clair Ebanks June 27, 2018 at 11:39 am
Mr. Ashley, was Mr. Choudhury only an Ambassador to Peru , and Ambassador /Diplomat too . I think the better question we should be asking is what was his past records of his behavior in Peru . Did he have any complaints while serving in Peru ? I almost believe that the answer is, NO .
